Designing with
C.R.A.P.
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Intermediate Web Design
and Pwning
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Who am |?

Christian Montoya
Section 3 Teaching Assistant
Class of 2007 Senior

Electrical and Computer Engineering

Web Developer in my spare time
Blogger when I'm not doing homework



Today you will learn about C.R.A.P.

C.R.A.P. : The 4 basic principles of design.
Contrast

Repetition

Alignment

Proximity

"...the basic principles of design that appear in
every well-designed piece of work."

- Robin Williams,

The Non-Designer's Design Book



Disclaimer

C.R.A.P. will not guarantee perfect design

This lecture is not enough for you to fully
understand C.R.A.P.

Only when you truly understand C.R.A.P. will
you know when to use it and how

The Non-Designer's Design Book is a must read
if you want to be a good designer (and impress
the graders)

| am not an expert on design, but | know
C.R.A.P. when | see it



Contrast

If elements on your
page are not the
same, make them
very different.

Contrast attracts the
attention of your
viewers.

CONIL%S




Contrast: Exhibit 1

Dangergraphics.com

WORK SOAPBOX ABOUT LINKS CONTACT

% Soapbox
Portfolio

MY LAST DAY AT BOZELL. NEXT STOP
COBRA CREATIVE

+ 01 INTERACTIVE (16} - GRAPHIC DESIGHN (3}
+ ILLUSTRATIONS {5} - MOTION (4] -+ WALLPAPER (13}

DOWNLOAD 5 NNW DG AQUA 1.1
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Contrast: Exhibit 2

home portfolic log articles  examples  also

Log Archive

you know

fou go




Repetition

Repeat visual
elements throughout
each page and your

entire site. REPETITION
Mgty lIREPETITION

creates a strong

e REPETITION




Repetition: Exhibit 1

.
li’f] Regional Link

Togeiher we fly

RegionalLink Airlines

Regionallink Airlines Pty Ltd
will become the lead franchiser
to a group of carriers - the first
example of franchising in the
Australian air transport
industry...

read more

MDev Property Group

MDwew Property Group contracts
the services of Shock Media
Studios to develop their fully
integrated Customer
Relationship Management
System (CRM)...

read more

Gallery482

A customised content
management system was the
conclusive solution having the
ability to provide the level of
flexibility and structure that
Gallery 482 reguired...

read more




Repetition: Exhibit 2

trucks »

MEWS AMD OFFERS ¢ .
JLORADO = %4 | NOW ON EVERY 2007 CHEVY.
.y ' IHE: _mJ 100;000=-MILE
..LL}L._JJ Y

¥ .f:.-i“ PUWERITRAINE




Alignment

Nothing should be
placed arbitrarily. Do
not toss elements

206 or Simply try t ALIGN
fill space.
Every element should M EN T

have a visual
connection with
another on the page.




Alignment: Exhibit 1

Tue 12 Sep Home Page Heroics

20046
11:07 PM Art directing the NYTimes.com home page on the fifth anniversary o
REMARKS {3} September 11th. Read this post...

Mon 11 Sep Five Years
2006

10:02 AM Thinking about September 11th half a decade later. Read this post

Thu 0F Sep A Browser Back from the Brink

2006

10:36 PM Atlong last, OmniWWeb 5.5 is out of beta, and it's just like it was. Res
REMARIKS [12} this post...

More Posts September 2006 10 posts.

August 2006 17 posts.

INNE i = =t~



Alignment: Exhibit 2




Proximity

ltems related to each
other should be
grouped close
together.

Grouping organizes
information and
reduces clutter.




Proximity: Exhibit 1

REGENT COMMENTS

H Zach Wilt / Sep 25

L il My Family is Hooked on Lego Bl View Portfolic [ Hire Me
Star Wars |l

= My Family is Hooked on Lego
Star Wars |l

Custom web design services



Proximity: Exhibit 2

1felt good in the room that faced the wall of the old house
decorated with sculptures of snakes and half-naked men. When
my translation didn’t go well I stared at their taut muscles. Yet, I
was quite happy when Stavro visited mv office. He was a queer
fish; he maintained that the gloom inside him blended well with
the dusk in the room.

AFTERCARE steven gillis

AT

Wil Burrow is different. In the three years I've known him, he

rarely shouts or curses or slaps me more than in a tender way. Not
even when he’s had too much to drink and I ask about his wife and
the question makes him sad and crazy in his eves, does he do




Let's play "Spot that C.R.A.P.”

Let's look at some successful web designs and
examine how they utilize the principles of
contrast, repetition, alignment, and proximity
effectively.



Example 1: chevrolet.com

NEW 2007 CHEVY AVEDO.
IT’S SURPRISINGLY BIG.

View Chevy Line-up
SHOPPING TOOLS

K

Ortans gy Bk L MR s -

CHEVY INFORMATION cars trucks » SUVS b Vans b commercial »




Example 1 C.R.A.P. analysis

Header, Car Types,
and Specific Models
are all separated
simply by changes in
color (contrast).

Car Types are aligned
with each other, and
Models are aligned
with each other. All
arrows are aligned.




Example 1 C.R.A.P. analysis

CHEVY VEHICLES
Cars
Tm ..................................................
Avalanche »
Colorado >
Silverado >
S5R o
SUVs -
Vans L

Without the contrast
and alignment, the
visual hierarchy and
organization of
information is lost.



Example 1 C.R.A.P. analysis

e T ‘,,..-.l-l-.!-q

ﬁ__@ j_——!_L H

trucks b Vans ommercia Ilr

NUW UN EVERYg<UU7 LREVY,

Repetition of the style of these "buttons" unifies
them as being related both in subject and
function. It is also clear that any conventions

that apply to one button apply to the rest.



Example 1 C.R.A.P. analysis

~ﬁ__@ j_——-l_L H

trucks b kvans ommercia Ilr

NUW UN EVERYg<UU7 LREVY,

Slight deviations from the style causes elements
to stand out and attract undue attention. An
element that stands out also breaks the visual
flow of the design.



Example 2: iconbuffet.com

Welcome to IconBuffet. Your cart has 0 items [WaTally

iCGﬂbef& Icons | Illustration | Free Delivery

AMSTERDAM

S0P RTN0 90

64 Stock Icons for Design Professionals

Sign up today for free icons every month, and be sure to visit our new sister site
at DSicons.com for even more iconic goodness.

Browse Our Products

— Trad Knoppe




Example 2 C.R.A.P. analysis

iCDﬂbUE& Icons | Illustration | Free Delivery

AMSTERDAM

@0RLNC9TO

64 Stock lcons for Design Professionals

Proximity strengthens the center stage and
separates it from the rest of the site.



Example 2 C.R.A.P. analysis

iC{}ﬂbUffé} Icons | Illustration | Free Delivery

AMSTERDAM

@0RN Q9090

64 Stock lcons for Design Professionals

Without tight proximity, the visual relationship is
no longer present.



Example 3: zimmertwins.com

What are you doing after school?
submitted by |See Today.

womed that vou don't know what all of your friends



Example 3 C.R.A.P. analysis

ZIMMER ELOG + All Posts

A What are you doing after school?

7~ -
‘@' Submitted by |See Today.

JSee's blog

‘@ New Teleplcks Air Today!

g submitted by Jason Yesterday.

Alignment of
paragraphs keeps
content organized.

Proximity of headers
to sub-content
provides a visual
relation.

Repetition makes
elements easy to
recognize.



Example 3 C.R.A.P. analysis

ZIMMER ELOG + All Posts

Ja, What are you doing after school?

7~
1@! Submitted by |See Today.

JSee's blog

New Telepicks Air Today!

Submitted by Jason Yesterday.

Removal of these
cues from the
information being
presented can make
the content very
confusing.



Example 4: veerle.duoh.com

#lelefV|ry archive

articles RS5

Veerle's photo imaging contest

2006 at 09.12 am % posted by Veerle W i:14 comments Deasign is just owning a clip art

previously

galiery
September 14, 2006 - 50 comments

A new week started and I hope the creative batteries are

fully charged because it's competition time boys and girls. e tiBEE R

Told you about it a week or so ago that I would do a creative September 13, 2006 - 14 comments @t
CDHtESt tU 'CEl-EbratE thE IaL.Er‘h:h IEI'F E:‘:I’JrE:—'SiGn Eﬂgiﬂe 1.5. ........................................................................................
Don't worry if you are not that creative because everybody My first website

September 11, 2006 - 40 comments

can join in. A good sense of humor is all you need to make a
chance too.

posted in: ExpressionEngine | Fun |

e
§
=

h""'f' sont limlbs rombEnn o FaScaims Y . 1 1 T



Example 4 C.R.A. P analys1s

previously
Veerle's phafa Imﬂglng coﬂTesT ..............................................................................
2006 at 09.12 am N po cerle M £
A new week started and I hope the creative batteries are Septambar 14, 2005 - 50 camments
fully charged because it's competition time boys and girls. | | “ '_ Sl
Told you about it a week or 50 ago that I would do a creative ée;:,iehrgt;e;, ‘32,305 N .].d T e’

CﬂﬂtEEt tﬂ CEIEbratE th'E' Iaund.l: D.E: Exvnracoinmn Frimea 1 C -7 e S e ey e B AT SR R ook T TR TS

Dont worry if you are not that creative because everybody

: September 11, 2006 - 40 comments
can jon in. & good sense of humaor is all you need to make a il :

chance too.

B archive

Contrast between columns defines main and
secondary levels of content.

Proximity of title to post-data creates a common
location where all information about a post can
be found.



Example 4 C.R.A.P. analys1s

previously

Veerle's photo imaging CGHTEST

2006 at 09,12 am N\ posted by Veerle

A new week started and I hope the oreative battenes are
fully charged because it's competition time boys and girls, e AR I R
Told you about it a week or so ago that I would do a creative Sebzembe,, 13, R ——

CﬂﬂtEEt tﬂ CEIEbI'EtE thE‘ 1aund1 'Df oo ot Eriaiee e e o e e S e e i P s s e e e

Dant worry if you are not that creative because everybody

: ; September 11, 2006 - 40 comments
can join in. A good sense of humor 1s all you need to make a ; " >

R 114 commerts B crchive

chance too.

Without contrast between the columns, it is hard
to tell that columns are even present.

With post-data thrown about the page just to fill
space, the user is left with many places to look
for information.



Further reading...

How C.R.A.P. is Your Site Design?

5 Simple Steps to Designing Grid Systems
Grid Computing... and Design

Color Scheme Generator

Color Schemer

And of course, The Non-Designer's Design
Book



http://www.thinkvitamin.com/features/design/how-crap-is-your-site-design
http://www.markboulton.co.uk/journal/five_simple_steps_to_designing_grid_systems_part_1/
http://www.subtraction.com/archives/2004/1231_grid_computi.php
http://wellstyled.com/tools/colorscheme2/index-en.html
http://www.colorschemer.com/online.html

Credits

Contrast Exhibit 1: dangergraphics.com
Contrast Exhibit 2: stopdesign.com
Repetition Exhibit 1: shockmedia.com.au
Repetition Exhibit 2: chevrolet.com

Alignment Exhibit 1: subtraction.com

Alignment Exhibit 2: pseudoroom.com

Proximity Exhibit 1: mattbrett.com

Proximity Exhibit 2: paumanokreview.com

All ugly sample graphics were made by Christian Montoya



